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YAKKA MUNGA STATION — LAND CLEARING 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [2.02 pm]: 
Earlier this month, the state government was notified that Shanghai Zenith Investment Holding Pty Ltd had cleared 
native vegetation at Yakka Munga station, approximately 80 kilometres from Derby in the Kimberley. In the 
recent estimates hearings in this place, I said that I would investigate whether any action could be taken under the 
Soil and Land Conservation Act 1945. In the meantime, the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation 
issued a vegetation conservation notice for Zenith to cease all clearing works. Investigations are also underway 
to ascertain whether the clearing was done in a manner that meets the requirements of the Land Administration 
Act 1997 and the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972. 
Both the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage and the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation 
are required under their respective acts to seek the advice of the Commissioner of Soil and Land Conservation 
before approving the clearing of native vegetation. This has not happened with Yakka Munga, as no clearing permit 
was sought by the proponent. The Commissioner of Soil and Land Conservation may issue directions under part V 
of the Soil and Land Conservation Act 1945 compelling the landowner to take actions to address degradation if 
the commissioner believes any of the following are liable to lead to land degradation: any agricultural or pastoral 
practices or methods that have been or are likely to be adopted; clearing or intended clearing; failure on the part 
of any person to take adequate precautions to prevent or control soil erosion, salinity or flooding; or the destruction, 
cutting down or injuring of any tree, shrub, grass or any other plant. The Deputy Commissioner of Soil and Land 
Conservation has concerns that there will be a high risk of soil degradation through water erosion if there is 
inadequate ground cover on these areas at the start of the next wet season. The Department of Primary Industries 
and Regional Development will send in officers, under the authority of the deputy commissioner, to assess the area 
and to report on erosion potential and options for remediation. 
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